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This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the Russian cult of state
security that has emerged from it.

Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period through to its revival in contemporary post-
Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security,
whereby security organs are held up as something to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this
cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise and sacralise the Russian state security apparatus, and to negotiate
its violent and dramatic past. It explores the ways in which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought
to make the existence of the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’. It
also documents the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state security, examining the ways
in which elements of the old Soviet mythology have been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new
state ideology.

The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is crucial for understanding not
only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century history, but also the ambiguities of Russia’s post-Soviet
transition, and the current struggle to define Russia’s national identity and future development. The book
examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be shaped by the legacy of Soviet
attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the reconstituted cult of state security. It investigates the
shadow which the figure of the secret policeman continues to cast over Russia today.

The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and politics, intelligence studies and
security studies, as well as readers with an interest in the KGB and its successors.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Russia and the Cult of State Security:
The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with
you?

Maureen Harris:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for us. The book Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition,
From Lenin to Putin seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Russia and the Cult of State Security: The
Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin is not only giving you more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From
Lenin to Putin. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Robert Doyle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Russia and the Cult of
State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist
Tradition, From Lenin to Putinis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Nelson Berg:

The book Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin will bring one to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Russia and the Cult of State
Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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