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Disasters, accidents, and crises have profoundly shaped American history - from the "starving time" at
Jamestown, the smallpox epidemic during the Revolutionary War, and the "year without a summer" in 1816
to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the San Francisco earthquake, and the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. Not only have these catastrophic events upended lives and wreaked untold havoc, they
have often transformed society, demarcating one era from another and generating vast social change.Broadly
defined to encompass a huge array of events that have shocked the country, altered American life, and
shaped the nation's consciousness, "Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History" provides a
thrilling and informative account of U.S. history that will appeal to students, teachers, and general readers
alike.Presented chronologically, this comprehensive reference covers more than 200 of the most significant
life-altering disasters from 1492 to the present, including hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, fires, massacres,
riots, assassinations, rebellions, shipwrecks, collisions, epidemics, plagues, depressions, explosions,
tornadoes, blizzards, poisonings, scandals, bombings, bridge collapses, dam failures, environmental
calamities, and much, much more. Written in narrative form and signed by leading historians, each article
features a fact box highlighting the major details of the event and an engaging "you-are-there" format, which
allows readers a firsthand look at people living through the experience. The historical background and
context of each disaster, accident, or crisis is explored, as well as the cause and first moment of the event, the
immediate and long-range response, and its lasting impact and enduring legacy. This illustrated reference
includes a number of helpful reference features, such as cross-references, a bibliography, an index, and an
appendix with numerous tables. Sidebars focus on the development of disaster response, such as the creation
of the National Weather Service, FEMA, and public health agencies.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

In other case, little folks like to read book Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A
Reference Guide to the Nation's Most Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the
book Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to the Nation's Most
Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Catherine Williams:

The book Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to the Nation's Most
Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to the Nation's Most Catastrophic
Events (Facts on File Library of American History)? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide
to the Nation's Most Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Hughes:

The feeling that you get from Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to
the Nation's Most Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History) will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A
Reference Guide to the Nation's Most Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to the Nation's Most Catastrophic
Events (Facts on File Library of American History) instantly.



Juanita Cooke:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A Reference Guide to the Nation's Most
Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The Disasters, Accidents, and Crises in American History: A
Reference Guide to the Nation's Most Catastrophic Events (Facts on File Library of American History)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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