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The seduction of some of the twentieth century's great thinkers by Communist ideology and ideals is one of
the most intriguing stories in the history of that ill-fated century. How was it that these distinguished
intellectuals, public figures, and revolutionaries could enlist in the service of ideas which, when put in
practice, proved repressive? Much has been written about the durable attraction of communism; we know far
less about the disillusionment it spawned. In The End of Commitment, the distinguished sociologist Paul
Hollander investigates how and why those individuals who were attracted to communism finally abandoned
the cause that moved them. His is the first book to take a comprehensive, historically comparative view of
disillusionment with Communist ideologies and systems, both in the countries where they were introduced
and in the West. Relying chiefly on the autobiographies and memoirs of defectors, exiles, and dissidents
from Communist states (the Soviet Union, in Eastern Europe, and in the Third World) as well as similar
writings of major Western figures, Mr. Hollander examines and compares the sources and expressions of this
political disenchantment. Concentrating on the moral conflicts created by the clash of unrealized ideals and
actual practice, The End of Commitment sheds new light on the failings and malfunctions of these systems
that were fully grasped only by those who lived under them. In a final, provocative section, Mr. Hollander
explores the attitudes of some distinguished Western intellectuals who resisted disillusionment and clung to
their commitment in the face of a welter of discrediting information. In all, his book offers a new insight into
the patterns and processes of political attitude formation, persistence, and change in different social and
historical settings.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The End of
Commitment: Intellectuals, Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Century suitable to you?
The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The End of Commitment:
Intellectuals, Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Centuryis the one of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Gregory Sowers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The End of Commitment: Intellectuals,
Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Century can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Dennis Winters:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
The End of Commitment: Intellectuals, Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Century
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Donald Barber:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The End of Commitment: Intellectuals,
Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Century or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their



knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The End of Commitment:
Intellectuals, Revolutionaries, and Political Morality in the Twentieth Century to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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