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When it was first published in 1957, Noam Chomsky's Syntactic Structure seemed to be just a logical
expansion of the reigning approach to linguistics. Soon, however, there was talk from Chomsky and his
associates about plumbing mental structure; then there was a new phonology; and then there was a new set of
goals for the field, cutting it off completely from its anthropological roots and hitching it to a new brand of
psychology. Rapidly, all of Chomsky's ideas swept the field. While the entrenched linguists were not looking
for a messiah, apparently many of their students were. There was a revolution, which colored the field of
linguistics for the following decades.
Chomsky's assault on Bloomfieldianism (also known as American Structuralism) and his development of
Transformational-Generative Grammar was promptly endorsed by new linguistic recruits swelling the
discipline in the sixties. Everyone was talking of a scientific revolution in linguistics, and major
breakthroughs seemed imminent, but something unexpected happened--Chomsky and his followers had a
vehement and public falling out.
In The Linguistic Wars, Randy Allen Harris tells how Chomsky began reevaluating the field and rejecting the
extensions his students and erstwhile followers were making. Those he rejected (the Generative
Semanticists) reacted bitterly, while new students began to pursue Chomsky's updated vision of language.
The result was several years of infighting against the backdrop of the notoriously prickly sixties.
The outcome of the dispute, Harris shows, was not simply a matter of a good theory beating out a bad one.
The debates followed the usual trajectory of most large-scale clashes, scientific or otherwise. Both positions
changed dramatically in the course of the dispute--the triumphant Chomskyan position was very different
from the initial one; the defeated generative semantics position was even more transformed. Interestingly,
important features of generative semantics have since made their way into other linguistic approaches and
continue to influence linguistics to this very day. And fairly high up on the list of borrowers is Noam
Chomsky himself.
The repercussions of the Linguistics Wars are still with us, not only in the bruised feelings and late-night war
stories of the combatants, and in the contentious mood in many quarters, but in the way linguists currently
look at language and the mind. Full of anecdotes and colorful portraits of key personalities, The Linguistics
Wars is a riveting narrative of the course of an important intellectual controversy, and a revealing look into
how scientists and scholars contend for theoretical glory.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Linguistics Wars. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The
Linguistics Wars. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jessica Nakagawa:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Linguistics Wars book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still doubt The Linguistics Wars as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jenni Roberts:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Linguistics Wars provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Brenda Evans:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Linguistics Wars can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have The Linguistics Wars.
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