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The incredible story of a forgotten hero of nineteenth century New York City--a former slave, Yale
scholar, minister, and international leader of the Antebellum abolitionist movement.
At the age of 19, scared and illiterate, James Pennington escaped from slavery in 1827 and soon became one
of the leading voices against slavery prior to the Civil War. Just ten years after his escape, Pennington was
ordained to the ministry of the Congregational Church after studying at Yale. Moving to Hartford, he became
involved with the Amistad captives and founded the first African American mission society.  He`traveled to
England as a delegate to a world Anti-Slavery Convention and served also as a delegate to an international
peace convention.   Later he traveled widely in Britain and on the continent to gain support for the American
abolition movement.  He was so respected by European audiences that the University of Heidelberg awarded
him an honorary doctorate, making him the first person of African descent to receive such a degree.

As he fought for equal rights in America, Pennington's voice was not limited to the preacher's pulpit. He
wrote the first-ever "History of the Colored People" as well as a careful study of the moral basis for civil
disobedience, which would be echoed decades later by Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.  More than a
century before Rosa Parks took her monumental bus ride, Pennington challenged segregated seating in New
York City street cars. He was beaten and arrested, but eventually vindicated when the New York State
Supreme Court ordered the cars to be integrated.

In a day when most American leaders believed that the solution to America's racial problems was for African
Americans to be sent "back" to Africa, Pennington and others insisted that they too were Americans. 
"American to the backbone," was Pennington's way of putting it.  Amazingly, it is the vision that he and a
small group of free African Americans held up that prevailed.

After the Civil War, Pennington took part in the work of Reconstruction in Mississippi and served also in
Portland,Maine, and Jacksonville, Florida.  Pennington's writing reflects a delightful sense of humor,
intellectual vivacity, and inspiring faith through it all. American to the Backbone brings to life this
fascinating, forgotten pioneer, who helped lay the foundation for the contemporary civil rights revolution and
inspire generations of future leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The book American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C. Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became
One of the First Black Abolitionists can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book American to the Backbone: The Life of James
W. C. Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became One of the First Black Abolitionists? A few of you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C.
Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became One of the First Black Abolitionists has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Corene Albert:

This American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C. Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became One
of the First Black Abolitionists is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C.
Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became One of the First Black Abolitionists can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Sharyl Nettles:

You may get this American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C. Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who
Became One of the First Black Abolitionists by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Brenda Anderson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's



internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this American to the Backbone: The Life of James W. C. Pennington, the
Fugitive Slave Who Became One of the First Black Abolitionists can make you experience more interested
to read.
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