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Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds is a history of popular folly by Scottish
journalist Charles Mackay, first published in 1841. The book chronicles its subjects in three parts: "National
Delusions", "Peculiar Follies", and "Philosophical Delusions". MacKay was an accomplished teller of
stories, though he wrote in a journalistic and somewhat sensational style.

The subjects of Mackay's debunking include alchemy, crusades, duels, economic bubbles, fortune-telling,
haunted houses, the influence of politics and religion on the shapes of beards and hair, magnetisers
(influence of imagination in curing disease), murder through poisoning, prophecies, popular admiration of
great thieves, popular follies of great cities, and relics. Present-day writers on economics, such as Michael
Lewis and Andrew Tobias, laud the three chapters on economic bubbles. Scientist and astronomer Carl
Sagan mentioned the book in his own discussion about pseudoscience, popular delusions, and hoaxes.

In later editions Mackay added a footnote referencing the Railway Mania of the 1840s as another "popular
delusion", of importance at least comparable with the South Sea Bubble. Mathematician Andrew Odlyzko
has pointed out, in a published lecture, that Mackay himself played a role in this economic bubble; as leader
writer in the Glasgow Argus, Mackay wrote on 2 October 1845: "There is no reason whatever to fear a
crash".

Note: This is an illustrated edition of the book for an engaging read.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the
Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Extraordinary Popular Delusions
and the Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of
Crowds (Illustrated Edition). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

David Bergeron:

This book untitled Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition) to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Noah Giles:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition).

Shane Hamilton:

Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds (Illustrated Edition) although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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