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In this sweeping narrative, Michael Satlow tells the fascinating story of how an ancient collection of obscure
Israelite writings became the founding texts of both Judaism and Christianity, considered holy by followers
of each faith. Drawing on cutting-edge historical and archeological research, he traces the story of how,
when, and why Jews and Christians gradually granted authority to texts that had long lay dormant in a dusty
temple archive. The Bible, Satlow maintains, was not the consecrated book it is now until quite late in its
history.

He describes how elite scribes in the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E. began the process that led to the
creation of several of our biblical texts. It was not until these were translated into Greek in Egypt in the
second century B.C.E., however, that some Jews began to see them as culturally authoritative, comparable to
Homer’s works in contemporary Greek society. Then, in the first century B.C.E. in Israel, political
machinations resulted in the Sadducees assigning legal power to the writings. We see how the world Jesus
was born into was largely biblically illiterate and how he knew very little about the texts upon which his
apostles would base his spiritual leadership.

Synthesizing an enormous body of scholarly work, Satlow’s groundbreaking study offers provocative new
assertions about commonly accepted interpretations of biblical history as well as a unique window into how
two of the world’s great faiths came into being.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

Here thing why that How the Bible Became Holy are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
How the Bible Became Holy giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with How the Bible Became Holy. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of How the
Bible Became Holy in e-book can be your choice.

Lena Stubbs:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title How the Bible Became
Holy suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled How the Bible Became Holyis one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world on this book.

Vincent Olson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When
you read this How the Bible Became Holy, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Debra Becnel:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of many books in the top checklist in your reading list is How the Bible Became Holy. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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