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Although "Tess of the d'Urbervilles: A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented", is now affectionately known as
just "Tess" and widely considered an important work of English literature, the book received mixed reviews
when it first appeared, in part because it challenged the sexual mores of Hardy's day. The original manuscript
is on display at the British Library, showing that it was originally titled "Daughter of the d'Urbervilles." In
2003, the novel was listed at number 26 on the BBC's survey The Big Read.

Unfairness dominates the lives of Tess and her family to such an extent that it begins to seem like a general
aspect of human existence in Tess of the d’Urbervilles.

Tess of the d’Urbervilles presents complex pictures of both the importance of social class in nineteenth-
century England and the difficulty of defining class in any simple way. Certainly the Durbeyfields are a
powerful emblem of the way in which class is no longer evaluated in Victorian times as it would have been
in the Middle Ages—that is, by blood alone, with no attention paid to fortune or worldly success.

One of the recurrent themes of the novel is the way in which men can dominate women, exerting a power
over them linked primarily to their maleness. Sometimes this command is purposeful, in the man’s full
knowledge of his exploitation... (OK, just read the book!)
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Tess of the
d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ruth Ford:

This Tess of the d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this Tess of the d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations) can be on the
list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Tess of the d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

George Pinard:

Tess of the d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Tess of the
d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

William Culley:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Tess of the d'Urbervilles (with original illustrations). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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