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How is it that the law enforcer itself does not have to keep the law? How is it that the law permits the state to
lawfully engage in actions which, if undertaken by individuals, would land them in jail? These are among the
most intriguing issues in political and economic philosophy. More specifically, the problem of law that itself
violates law is an insurmountable conundrum of all statist philosophies. The problem has never been
discussed so profoundly and passionately as in this essay by Frederic Bastiat from 1850. The essay might
have been written today. It applies in ever way to our own time, which is precisely why so many people
credit this one essay for showing them the light of liberty. Bastiat's essay here is timeless because applies
whenever and wherever the state assumes unto itself different rules and different laws from that by which it
expects other people to live. And so we have this legendary essay, written in a white heat against the leaders
of 19th century France, the reading of which has shocked millions out of their toleration of despotism. This
new edition from the Mises Institute revives a glorious translation that has been out of print for a hundred
years, one that circulated in Britain in the generation that followed Bastiat’s death. This newly available
translation provides new insight into Bastiat’s argument. It is a more sophisticated, more subsantial, and
more precise rendering than any in print. The question that Bastiat deals with: how to tell when a law is
unjust or when the law maker has become a source of law breaking? When the law becomes a means of
plunder it has lost its character of genuine law. When the law enforcer is permitted to do with others’ lives
and property what would be illegal if the citizens did them, the law becomes perverted. Bastiat doesn’t avoid
the difficult issues, such as why should we think that a democratic mandate can convert injustice to justice.
He deals directly with the issue of the expanse of legislation: It is not true that the mission of the law is to
regulate our consciences, our ideas, our will, our education, our sentiments, our sentiments, our exchanges,
our gifts, our enjoyments. Its mission is to prevent the rights of one from interfering with those of another, in
any one of these things. Law, because it has force for its necessary sanction, can only have the domain of
force, which is justice. More from Bastiat's The Law: Socialism, like the old policy from which it emanates,
confounds Government and society. And so, every time we object to a thing being done by Government, it
concludes that we object to its being done at all. We disapprove of education by the State — then we are
against education altogether. We object to a State religion — then we would have no religion at all. We
object to an equality which is brought about by the State then we are against equality, etc., etc. They might as
well accuse us of wishing men not to eat, because we object to the cultivation of corn by the State. How is it
that the strange idea of making the law produce what it does not contain — prosperity, in a positive sense,
wealth, science, religion — should ever have gained ground in the political world? The modern politicians,
particularly those of the Socialist school, found their different theories upon one common hypothesis; and
surely a more strange, a more presumptuous notion, could never have entered a human brain. They divide
mankind into two parts. Men in general, except one, form the first; the politician himself forms the second,
which is by far the most important. Bastiat concludes his penetrating analysis with this: The social organs are
constituted so as to enable them to develop harmoniously in the grand air of liberty. Away, then, with quacks
and organizers! Away with their rings, and their chains, and their hooks, and their pincers! Away with their
artificial methods! Away with their social laboratories, their governmental whims, th
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Law (Large Print Edition) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Donna Macdonald:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Law (Large Print Edition).

Curtis Hernandez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Law (Large Print Edition) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Law (Large Print Edition) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

John Cheung:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Law (Large Print Edition). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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