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In the ninth century, a brilliant young woman named Joan disguised herself as a man so that she could follow
her lover into the then-exclusively male world of scholarship. She proved so successful that she ascended the
Catholic hierarchy in Rome and was eventually elected pope. Her pontificate lasted two years, until she
became pregnant and died after giving birth during a public procession from the Vatican.

Or so the legend goes—a legend that was fabricated sometime in the thirteenth century, according to Alain
Boureau, and which has persisted in one form or another down to the present day. In this fascinating saga of
belief and rhetoric, politics and religion, Boureau investigates the historical and ecclesiastical circumstances
under which the myth of Pope Joan was constructed and the different uses to which it was put over the
centuries. He shows, for instance, how Catholic clerics justified the exclusion of women from the papacy and
the priesthood by employing the myth in misogynist moral tales, only to find the popess they had created
turned against them in anti-Catholic propaganda during the Reformation.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Nguyen:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Myth of Pope Joan has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The
Myth of Pope Joan is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
all the book The Myth of Pope Joan. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Arthur Lee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is The Myth of Pope Joan.

Ronald Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
The Myth of Pope Joan can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare
time problems.

Judy Yelle:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Myth of Pope Joan or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The
Myth of Pope Joan to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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