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This clear and concise text offers a comprehensive comparison of national, international, and human security
concepts and policies. Laura Neack argues that security remains elusive because of a centuries-old ethic
insisting that states are the primary and most important international actors, can rely ultimately only on
themselves for protection, and must keep all options on the table for national security. The author
compellingly demonstrates how a state-first security ethic ultimately fails to secure states, the international
community and—most important—human beings.

Although security as a concept can be widened to include almost any aspect of existence, Neack focuses
especially on security from physical violence, beginning with efforts by states to defend themselves against
violent attack. She explores such topics as the internal and external dimensions of security, terrorism, and
defending the homeland; threat perception and responses; preemptive and preventive wars; and other military
interventions. Next, Neack examines efforts over the past century to protect states through the construction
of the United Nations international security system and how collective security, peacekeeping, and peace
enforcement have been used in that system. Throughout, Neack shows that human security has only mattered
in terms of servicing the state's security needs, a critique she takes up directly in the final chapters. A range
of short and extended case studies are offered to illustrate the conceptual materials and policy debates over
security. In this state-first world, we only can choose between degrees of insecurity; true security remains
elusive.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Elusive Security:
States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jimmy Stansberry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer
that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Elusive
Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies) to read.

Ernestine Worrell:

The publication untitled Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International
Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Elusive Security: States
First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies) from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

George Degregorio:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in
International Studies) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New
Millennium Books in International Studies). You can more appealing than now.
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