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Was Plato a Pythagorean? Plato's students and earliest critics thought so, but scholars since the nineteenth
century have been more skeptical. With this probing study, Phillip Sidney Horky argues that a specific type
of Pythagorean philosophy, called "mathematical" Pythagoreanism, exercised a decisive influence on
fundamental aspects of Plato's philosophy. The progenitor of mathematical Pythagoreanism was the
infamous Pythagorean heretic and political revolutionary Hippasus of Metapontum, a student of Pythagoras
who is credited with experiments in harmonics that led to innovations in mathematics. The innovations of
Hippasus and other mathematical Pythagoreans, including Empedocles of Agrigentum, Epicharmus of
Syracuse, Philolaus of Croton, and Archytas of Tarentum, presented philosophers like Plato with novel ways
to reconcile empirical knowledge with abstract mathematical theories. Plato and Pythagoreanism
demonstrates how mathematical Pythagoreanism established many of the fundamental philosophical
questions Plato dealt with in his central dialogues, including Cratylus, Phaedo, Republic, Timaeus, and
Philebus. In the process, it also illuminates the historical significance of the mathematical Pythagoreans, a
group whose influence on the development of philosophical and scientific methods has been obscured since
late antiquity. The picture that results is one in which Plato inherits mathematical Pythagorean method only
to transform it into a powerful philosophical argument about the essential relationships between the cosmos
and the human being.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

The book untitled Plato and Pythagoreanism contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Joshua Canfield:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Plato and Pythagoreanism is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Jerry Linton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Plato and Pythagoreanism can give you a lot of
pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Plato and Pythagoreanism.

Gloria Duncan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Plato and Pythagoreanism when you required it?
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