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When the Somali Republic received independence, its parliamentary government decided to adopt three
official languages: English, Italian, and Arabic—all languages of foreign contact. Since the vast majority of
the nation's citizens spoke a single language, Somali, which then had no written form, this decision made
governing exceedingly difficult. Selecting any one language was equally problematic, however, because
those who spoke the official language would automatically become the privileged class.

Twelve years after independence, a military government was able to settle the acrimonious controversy by
announcing that Somali would be the official language and Latin the basic script. It was hoped that this
choice would foster political equality and strengthen the national culture. Politics, Language, and Thought is
an exploration of how language and politics interrelate in the Somali Republic. Using both historical and
experimental evidence, David D. Laitin demonstrates that the choice of an official language may
significantly affect the course of a country's political development.

Part I of Laitin's study is an attempt to explain why the parliamentary government was incapable of reaching
agreement on a national script and to assess the social and political consequences of the years of
nondecision. Laitin shows how the imposition of nonindigenous languages produced inequalities which
eroded the country's natural social basis of democracy.

Part 2 attempts to relate language to political thought and political culture. Analyzing interviews and role-
playing sessions among Somali bilingual students, Laitin demonstrates that the impact of certain political
concepts is quite different when expressed in different languages. He concludes that the implications of
choosing a language are far more complex than previously thought, because to change the language of a
people is to change the ways they think and act politically.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

The book Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Politics,
Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like wide open and read a reserve Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Susan Swain:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important normally. The book Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali
Experience was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Politics, Language, and
Thought: The Somali Experience. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Deana Broom:

This book untitled Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Brian Kelley:

The book Politics, Language, and Thought: The Somali Experience has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.
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