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The word 'park' conjures a kaleidoscope of bucolic images. Childhood frolics in urban playgrounds. Strolls
through the country estates of Stourhead and Versailles. Wilderness adventures in the Serengeti. White-
knuckle thrill rides at Blackpool Pleasure Beach and Coney Island. The Invention of the Park explores our
fascination with making parks. In a broad-ranging environmental and social history, authors Karen Jones and
John Wills search for a common set of ideas that inform park design. From Greek philosophers wandering
sacred groves in the ancient world to today's kids watching Mickey Mouse in Disney's Magic Kingdom, the
park has inspired and thrilled in equal measure. In a work spanning all five continents and several thousand
years, Jones and Wills chart the evolution of the park idea. They ponder the intersection of the green pleasure
ground with notions of democracy and freedom, welfare and consumption, conservation and nature. They
forward the principle of a universal park idea malleable enough to survive war and revolution. Contributing
to a growing literature on global environmental history, the Invention of the Park explores how the park idea
has come to transcend national boundaries and found appeal among a worldwide audience. Jones and Wills
situate the park as a complex product of natural and cultural forces. Their work is of interest not just to
students and scholars of environmental philosophy, history, and landscape design, but to amateur gardeners,
rollercoaster 'adrenalin junkies' and all those who like to take a 'walk in the park.'
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Lemos:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Invention of the
Park: Recreational Landscapes from the Garden of Eden to Disney's Magic Kingdom that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick The Invention of the Park: Recreational Landscapes from the Garden of Eden to Disney's Magic
Kingdom become your current starter.

Jerry Rivera:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Invention of the Park: Recreational
Landscapes from the Garden of Eden to Disney's Magic Kingdom is simple to deliver you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Verna Riddle:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Invention of the Park:
Recreational Landscapes from the Garden of Eden to Disney's Magic Kingdom which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Edward Johnson:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Invention of the Park: Recreational Landscapes from the Garden of
Eden to Disney's Magic Kingdom can make you experience more interested to read.
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