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Widely recognized both in America and Japan for his insider knowledge and penetrating analyses of
Japanese politics, Gerald Curtis is the political analyst best positioned to explore the complexities of the
Japanese political scene today. Curtis has personally known most of the key players in Japanese politics for
more than thirty years, and he draws on their candid comments to provide invaluable and graphic insights
into the world of Japanese politics. By relating the behavior of Japanese political leaders to the institutions
within which they must operate, Curtis makes sense out of what others have regarded as enigmatic or
illogical. He utilizes his skills as a scholar and his knowledge of the inner workings of the Japanese political
system to highlight the commonalities of Japanese and Western political practices while at the same time
explaining what sets Japan apart.

Curtis rejects the notion that cultural distinctiveness and consensus are the defining elements of Japan's
political decision making, emphasizing instead the competition among and the profound influence of
individuals operating within particular institutional contexts on the development of Japan's politics. The
discussions featured here?as they survey both the detailed events and the broad structures shaping the
mercurial Japanese political scene of the 1990s?draw on extensive conversations with virtually all of the
decade's political leaders and focus on the interactions among specific politicians as they struggle for
political power.

The Logic of Japanese Politics covers such important political developments as

• the Liberal Democratic Party's egress from power in 1993, after reigning for nearly four decades, and their
crushing defeat in the "voters' revolt" of the 1998 upper-house election;

• the formation of the 1993 seven party coalition government led by prime minister Morihiro Hosokawa and
its collapse eight months later;

• the historic electoral reform of 1994 which replaced the electoral system operative since the adoption of
universal manhood suffrage in 1925; and

• the decline of machine politics and the rise of the mutohaso?the floating, nonparty voter.

Scrutinizing and interpreting a complex and changing political system, this multi-layered chronicle reveals
the dynamics of democracy at work?Japanese-style. In the process, The Logic of Japanese Politics not only
offers a fascinating picture of Japanese politics and politicians but also provides a framework for
understanding Japan's attempts to surmount its present problems, and helps readers gain insight into Japan's
future.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Here thing why this kind of The Logic of Japanese Politics are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The Logic of Japanese Politics giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Logic of Japanese
Politics. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of The Logic of Japanese Politics in e-book can be your substitute.

Otto Tejeda:

The publication untitled The Logic of Japanese Politics is the publication that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of The Logic of Japanese Politics from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Mary Crist:

The particular book The Logic of Japanese Politics has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this article book.

James Newman:

Beside this kind of The Logic of Japanese Politics in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
The Logic of Japanese Politics because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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