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Compelling, raw, and painfully self-aware, In the Open describes an existence most people can barely
imagine. A first-hand account of one man's struggle with homelessness and alcoholism, this diary records a
world full of physical degradation and despair that is not without unpredictable moments of striking beauty.

Donohue's experiences are brutal, but his perceptions are poetic. This account of an intelligent and sensitive
man in the grip of alcoholism and homelessness challenges our perceptions of those on the margins of
American contemporary life.

"Donohue recorded this often-moving account during a four-year period of homelessness caused by his
alcoholism. . . . There are many brilliant observations here on a range of topics, including human nature,
technology, and capitalism. . . . Donohue's life on the fringe also provides an inside look at the homeless
system of overnight shelters, labor offices, and food stamp providers. But, somehow, in spite of all the
negatives, a hopeful book emerges."—Booklist

"A startlingly original book. In this confessional age, Donohue's diary becomes a different sort of tell-all, a
palimpsest that forces us to extract the author from his own writing. . . . Donohue comes to resemble Swift's
Gulliver"—Nicholas Nesson, Boston Phoenix

"Donohue punctuates his account of 'domiciling within the black walls of a mosquito-infested night' with
rambling metaphysical asides in the style of an eighteenth-century philosophe."—Molly McQuade, Lingua
Franca

"Despite hunger, homelessness, dead-end jobs and abusive drinking, what is most striking about Donohue is
his amazing optimism and endurance."—Patrick Markee, Nation

"Donohue is a gifted writer. . . . But what gives [his diary] the breath of life is that it is written by an
artist."—Alec Wilkinson, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed In the Open:
Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have different opinion?

Christina Pena:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its
deal with may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not
while fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be In the Open: Diary of a Homeless
Alcoholic why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Patricia Hooper:

This In the Open: Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having In the Open: Diary of
a Homeless Alcoholic in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Robert Bryant:

You can obtain this In the Open: Diary of a Homeless Alcoholic by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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