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"Opening Scripture provides a thorough and original account of ministerial and lay strategies for interpreting
Scripture in the Massachusetts Bay. Demonstrating an impressive command of the vast literature and history
of the period, Lisa Gordis moves deftly through discussions of major figures and events. This is a significant
intervention in the study of Puritan New England."—Sandra M. Gustafson, University of Notre Dame

What role did the Bible really play in Puritan New England? Many have treated it as a blunt instrument used
to cudgel dissenters into submission, but Lisa M. Gordis reveals instead that Puritan readings of the Bible
showed great complexity and literary sophistication—so much complexity, in fact, that controversies over
biblical interpretation threatened to tear Puritan society apart.

Drawing on Puritan preaching manuals and sermons as well as the texts of early religious controversies,
Gordis argues that Puritan ministers did not expect to impose their views on their congregations. Instead they
believed that interpretive consensus would emerge from the process of reading the Bible, with the Holy
Spirit assisting readers to understand God's will. Treating the conflict over Roger Williams, the Antinomian
Controversy, and the reluctant compromises of the Halfway Covenant as symptoms of a crisis that was as
much literary as it was social or spiritual, Opening Scripture explores the profound consequences of Puritan
negotiations over biblical interpretation for New England's literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Ray:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Opening Scripture: Bible
Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England to read.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

The reserve with title Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Lucy Broussard:

You can get this Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New England by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Stacey Greene:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan
New England we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this book Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan New
England. You can more inviting than now.
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