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Stephen Foster's music "Is part of every Americans culture," wrote composer Virgil Thomson, and certainly
this is true, for few American composers have created songs as lastingly popular as "Beautiful Dreamer,"
"Oh! Susanna," "Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair," "Swanee River" (properly "Old Folks at Home"),
"Camptown Races," and "My Old Kentucky Home, Good Night." The fact remains, however, that Foster's
melodies have suffered continually at the hands of revisers and arrangers, so that often whet we hear today is
only a corrupt version of what Foster actually composed.
This book corrects that situation by assembling 40 songs as Foster originally wrote them. Many have been
reproduced from original first-edition sheets, others from early editions, others from facsimiles of first
editions. All are reproduced with their covers, to help capture the flavor of the period. Along with the old
favorites listed above you will find "The Glendy Burk," "Ah! May the Red Rose Live Always," "Massa's in
de Cold Ground," "Old Dog Tray," "Old Black Joe," "Nelly Bly," and 28 more. Among these are patriotic
songs about the Civil War, plantations slave songs written in dialect, minstrel songs written for traveling
companies — most notably the original Christy Minstrels, and the soft, easy, sentimental ballads that have
endeared Foster's music to so many for so long.
Musicologically this volume is an important contribution to the reevaluation of Foster's work. It will also
help bring people a little closer to the original work of one of America's best-loved composers. The text by
Richard Jackson, head of the Americana Collection of the Library and Museum of the Performing Arts, New
York Public Library, covers Foster's life and music and gives a short critical examination of each piece
reproduced in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections). Try to
face the book Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections) as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Ullrich:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Marilyn Leonard:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Stephen
Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections).

Cynthia Bryant:

This Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections) is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Stephen Foster Song
Book (Dover Song Collections) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired
even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what



you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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