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A territory is an area of space which an animal guards as its exclusive possession and which it will defend
against all members of its kind. In this revolutionary book Robert Ardrey takes a concept familiar to every
biologist, brings together for the first time a fair sampling of all scientific observations of this form of
behavior, and demonstrates that man obeys the same laws as does many other animal species. With African
Genesis Mr Ardrey stirred up enough storm to last an author, one would think, for a lifetime. In The
Territorial Imperative, however, he explores more deeply and incisively man’s evolutionary nature and
threatens even more forcefully some of our most precious assumptions. In a time when we attribute to man
either no instincts at all, or instincts too weak to be of significance, Mr Ardrey’s conclusions concerning the
instinctual force exerted on human life by territory will undoubtedly raise an even greater storm. The author
concludes, for example, that a common cause for war lies in our ignorance of man’s animal nature - in
particular, in the aggressor’s ignorance of the enormous animal energies which his intrusion will release in a
seemingly weak territorial defender. In a quite different vein, he concludes that family loyalty and
responsibility, in men no less than in gibbons or beavers or robins, rests on joint attachment to a private
territory. Perhaps the author’s most far-reaching, most controversial conclusion is that morality - our
willingness to make personal sacrifice for interests larger than ourselves - has its origins in dim evolutionary
beginnings, is as essential to the life of the animal as to the lives of men, and could probably not exist in the
human species without property either privately or jointly defended and the ultimate command of the
territorial imperative. Like its predecessor, The Territorial Imperative is a work of wit, of literary wealth, of
high adventure. Again the author draws on his inexhaustible knowledge of animal ways, and again his wife
presents her intriguing sketches of animal life. But this time Mr Ardrey takes his readers on far deeper
excursions into the ancient animal world, and on far deeper penetrations of the contemporary human
wilderness. While evolutionary science has advanced markedly since Ardrey's times, his insights on human
behavior have a timeless quality and The Territorial Imperative remains a classic reference for anyone
wishing to begin an adventure exploring life's biggest questions. Praise for the 1966 edition: “One of the
most exciting books about the nature of man that has ever been presented.” - Newsday “Robert Ardrey’s
vision of man’s future is as hopeful as any doctrinaire utopian’s, and, in my opinion, a good deal more
interesting… He ranks as the lyric poet of human evolution, a superb writer with a special vision.” - E. O.
Wilson “One of the most intellectually exciting books of humanized sciences we have ever recommended in
the Club’s long history, a fascinating inquiry into the nature of the human animal, and an invaluable, as well
as beautifully written, treatise on recent extensions of the boundaries of the biological sciences.” - Clifton
Fadiman, Book-of-the-Month Club News “This is a fascinating, stimulating, fruitful, thought-provoking, and
irritating book.” - Dr Abraham Maslow, Department of Psychology, Brandeis University “Few books are as
fresh in concept, lively in style, and potentially important in understanding human behavior.” - Wall Street
Journal “Ardrey belongs to the long and distinguished tradition of first-rate scientific amateurs… the love of
science, especially biological science, animates every page.” - The New Yorker
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of
Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of Property and Nations (Robert
Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of
Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Melissa Chandler:

The event that you get from The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of
Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) will be the more deep you digging
the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of Property
and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this particular The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal
Origins of Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) instantly.

Rose Sosa:

This book untitled The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into the Animal Origins of Property and
Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Carolyn Foley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Territorial Imperative: A Personal Inquiry into



the Animal Origins of Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume 2) can give
you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Territorial Imperative: A Personal
Inquiry into the Animal Origins of Property and Nations (Robert Ardrey's Nature of Man Series) (Volume
2).
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