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In A Discontented Diaspora, Jeffrey Lesser investigates broad questions of ethnicity, the nature of diasporic
identity, and Brazilian culture. He does so by exploring particular experiences of young Japanese Brazilians
who came of age in São Paulo during the 1960s and 1970s, an intensely authoritarian period of military rule.
The most populous city in Brazil, São Paulo was also the world’s largest “Japanese” city outside of Japan by
1960. Believing that their own regional identity should be the national one, residents of São Paulo constantly
discussed the relationship between Brazilianness and Japaneseness. As second-generation Nikkei (Brazilians
of Japanese descent) moved from the agricultural countryside of their immigrant parents into various urban
professions, they became the “best Brazilians” in terms of their ability to modernize the country and the
“worst Brazilians” because they were believed to be the least likely to fulfill the cultural dream of whitening.
Lesser analyzes how Nikkei both resisted and conformed to others’ perceptions of their identity as they
struggled to define and claim their own ethnicity within São Paulo during the military dictatorship.

Lesser draws on a wide range of sources, including films, oral histories, wanted posters, advertisements,
newspapers, photographs, police reports, government records, and diplomatic correspondence. He focuses on
two particular cultural arenas—erotic cinema and political militancy—which highlight the ways that
Japanese Brazilians imagined themselves to be Brazilian. As he explains, young Nikkei were sure that their
participation in these two realms would be recognized for its Brazilianness. They were mistaken. Whether
joining banned political movements, training as guerrilla fighters, or acting in erotic films, the subjects of A
Discontented Diaspora militantly asserted their Brazilianness only to find that doing so reinforced their
minority status.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Swafford:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need that A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese Brazilians and
the Meanings of Ethnic Militancy, 1960–1980 to read.

Julia Faulkner:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese Brazilians and the Meanings of Ethnic
Militancy, 1960–1980 can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.

Amy Nichols:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese Brazilians and the
Meanings of Ethnic Militancy, 1960–1980. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Rose Duprey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese Brazilians
and the Meanings of Ethnic Militancy, 1960–1980 or maybe others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese Brazilians and
the Meanings of Ethnic Militancy, 1960–1980 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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