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Although the impact of the bicycle craze of the late nineteenth century on women’s lives has been well
documented, rarely have writers considered the role of women’s rhetorical agency in the transformation of
bicycle culture and the bicycle itself. In Claiming the Bicycle, Sarah Hallenbeck argues that through their
collective rhetorical activities, women who were widely dispersed in space, genre, and intention negotiated
what were considered socially acceptable uses of the bicycle, destabilizing cultural assumptions about
femininity and gender differences.
 
Hallenbeck describes the masculine culture of the “Ordinary” bicycle of the 1880s and the ways women
helped bring about changes in this culture; asserts that women contributed to bicycle design, helping to
produce the more gender-neutral “Safety” bicycle in response to discourse about their needs; and analyzes
women writers’ uses of the new venue of popular magazines to shape a “bicycle girl” ethos that prompted
new identities for women. The author considers not only how technical documents written by women
bicyclists encouraged new riders to understand their activity as transforming gender definitions but also how
women used bicycling as a rhetorical resource to influence medical discourse about their bodies.
 
Making a significant contribution to studies of feminist rhetorical historiography, rhetorical agency, and
technical communication, Claiming the Bicycle asserts the utility of a distributed model of rhetorical agency
and accounts for the efforts of widely dispersed actors to harness technology in promoting social change. 
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Claiming the Bicycle: Women,
Rhetoric, and Technology in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms). All type of
book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Teresa Graham:

The publication with title Claiming the Bicycle: Women, Rhetoric, and Technology in Nineteenth-Century
America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

James Edgar:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Claiming the Bicycle: Women, Rhetoric, and
Technology in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) can be the respond to, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

James Bouchard:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Claiming the Bicycle: Women, Rhetoric, and
Technology in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Claiming the Bicycle: Women, Rhetoric, and Technology
in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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