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Despite the growth of digital media, traditional FM radio airplay still remains the essential way for musicians
to achieve commercial success. Climbing the Charts examines how songsrise, or fail to rise, up theradio
airplay charts. Looking at the relationships between record labels, tastemakers, and the public, Gabriel
Rossman develops a clear picture of the roles of key players and the gatekeeping mechanismsin the
commercial music industry. Along the way, he explores its massive inequalities, debunks many popular
misconceptions about radio stations abilities to dictate hits, and shows how a song diffuses throughout the
nation to become a massive success.

Contrary to the common belief that Clear Channel sees every sparrow that falls, Rossman demonstrates that
corporate radio chains neither micromanage the routine decision of when to start playing a new single nor
make top-down decisions to blacklist such politically inconvenient artists as the Dixie Chicks. Neither do
stations imitate either ordinary peers or the so-called kingmaker radio stations who are wrongly believed to
be able to make or break a single. Instead, Rossman shows that hits spread rapidly across radio because they
clearly conform to an identifiable style or genre. Radio stations respond to these songs, and major labels put
their money behind them through extensive marketing and promotion efforts, including the illegal yet time-
honored practice of payoffs known within the industry as payola.

Climbing the Charts provides a fresh take on the music industry and a model for understanding the diffusion
of innovation.
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From reader reviews:
Harold Hutchison:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the
Diffusion of Innovation. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how isimportant a book Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of
Innovation. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Sexton:

The experience that you get from Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of
Innovation is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Climbing the Charts. What Radio
Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this specific Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation
instantly.

Médlissa Sands:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a book.

Frank Godwin:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells
Us about the Diffusion of Innovation to make your reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading



ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be first opinion for you to like to
open abook and read it. Beside that the reserve Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the
Diffusion of Innovation can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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