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Last Lectures is, as the name suggests, a series of lectures given over the radio by former World Chess
Champion José Raúl Capablanca just a few months before he died. While he was preparing these lectures, he
dictated them to his wife, Olga Capablanca, who typed them. As a result, we have them today. Perhaps more
than any other player in the history of chess, Jose Raoul Capablanca was noted for his ability to cut through
the complexities of modern chess theory and find the winning line in grandmaster tournament play.
Capablanca was often called the greatest natural chess player of all time. His clarity of vision, his simplicity
and precision of style were legendary. Here, in these twelve lectures originally delivered by short-wave radio
to a Latin American audience shortly before his death in 1942, the qualities that made Capablanca one of the
game's uniquely great masters are reflected in a timeless legacy of chess wisdom. His observations on the
fundamental principles of sound chess thinking are expressed so clearly and simply that a novice can follow
them; yet they touch on such profoundly important underlying themes that the most advanced player will
benefit by absorbing them. In fact, these lectures reveal that much of Capablanca's supposedly instinctive
genius for unraveling highly complex situations over the board consisted of a deeper and sounder
understanding of the basic principles of endgame strategy (and the ability to see the endgame structure
foreshadowed during the tactical maneuvering of the middle game) than that possessed by any other player
of his time. Last Lectures contains Capablanca's chess “instinct” preserved for a later generation. Over and
over again he stresses the vital importance of knowing how to play the endings. He gives simple rules of
proper endgame play many of which he says are often overlooked by top flight masters. He shows how to
recognize the winning elements of the commonest endings: Rook and Pawn, Bishop vs. Knight. He gives his
analysis of the relative value of the pieces. Even in this era of exhaustive analysis of the openings, there is
wisdom and profit to be gained from his chapter on the Ruy Lopez. Perhaps the greatest pleasure for the
modern player, whether he is a beginner or an expert, in reading Last Lectures will come from Capablanca's
lively anecdotes and strongly expressed opinions about his contemporaries. Using their play as examples for
his observations on universal chess truths, Capablanca rates (and sometimes rakes) Morphy, Steinitz,
Emanuel Lasker, Nimzovch, Alekhine, Reshevsky, Frank Marshall and other chess immortals. Last Lectures
will enrich the play, as well as the library, of all chess enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Last Lectures The Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca.

Harriet White:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Last Lectures The Chess
Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Daniel Cadena:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Last Lectures The Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul
Capabanca can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Benita Newton:

Exactly why? Because this Last Lectures The Chess Legacy of Jose Raoul Capabanca is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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