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Paul Bowles, best known for his classic 1949 novel, The Sheltering Sky, is one of the most compelling yet
elusive figures of twentieth-century American counterculture. In this definitive biography, Virginia Spencer
Carr has captured Bowles in his many guises: gifted composer, expatriate novelist, and gay icon, to name
only a few.
 
Born in New York in 1910, Bowles' brilliance was evident from early childhood. His first artistic interest
was music, which he studied with the composer Aaron Copland. Bowles wrote scores for films and countless
plays, including pieces by Tennessee Williams and Orson Welles. Over the course of his life, his intellectual
pursuits led him around the world. He cultivated a circle of artistic friends that included Gertrude Stein,
W.H. Auden, Gore Vidal, Truman Capote, Allen Ginsburg, William Burroughs, Stephen Spender, and
Carson McCullers.
 
Just as fascinating for his flamboyant personality as for his literary success, Bowles' leftist politics and
experimentation with drugs make him an ever-controversial character. Carr delves into Bowles'
unconventional marriage to Jane Auer and his self-exile in Morocco. Close friends with him before his death
in 1999, Carr's first-hand knowledge of Bowles is undeniable. This book encompasses her personal
experiences plus ten years of research and interviews with some two hundred of Bowles' acquaintances.
 
Virginia Spencer Carr has written a riveting biography that tells not only the story of Paul Bowles' literary
genius, but also of a crucial period of redefinition in American culture. Carr is simultaneously entertaining
and precise, delivering a wealth of information on one of the most mythologized figures of mid-century
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Paul Bowles: A
Life suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Paul Bowles: A Lifeis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Arthur Haynes:

The reserve with title Paul Bowles: A Life contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Cecil Hardin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Paul Bowles: A Life that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can
pick Paul Bowles: A Life become your personal starter.

Daniel White:

Beside this specific Paul Bowles: A Life in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Paul
Bowles: A Life because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from right now!
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