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Why do famines occur and how have their effects changed through time? Why are those who produce food
so often the casualties of famines? Looking at the food crisis that struck the West African Sahel during the
1970s, Michael J. Watts examines the relationships between famine, climate, and political economy.

Through a "longue durEe" history and a detailed village study Watts argues that famines are socially
produced and that the market is as fickle and incalculable as the weather. Droughts are natural occurrences,
matters of climatic change, but famines expose the inner workings of society, politics, and markets. His
analysis moves from household and individual farming practices in the face of climatic variability to the
incorporation of African peasants into the global circuits of capitalism in the colonial and postcolonial
periods.

"Silent Violence" powerfully combines a case study of food crises in Africa with an analysis of the way
capitalism developed in northern Nigeria and how peasants struggle to maintain rural livelihoods. As the
West African Sahel confronts another food crisis and continuing food insecurity for millions of peasants,
"Silent Violence" speaks in a compelling way to contemporary agrarian dynamics, food provisioning
systems, and the plight of the African poor.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Stevenson:

This Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria (Geographies of Justice and Social
Transformation (Paperback)) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria (Geographies
of Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in
Northern Nigeria (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Delaney:

The particular book Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria (Geographies of
Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria (Geographies of
Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern
Nigeria (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) can be excellent book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Kimberly Morris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry
in Northern Nigeria (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) guide written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still skepticism Silent Violence: Food, Famine, and Peasantry in Northern



Nigeria (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation (Paperback)) as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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