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This book is for those moving their library beyond places to find information. Written by practicing public
librarians and an academic librarian with an interest in public libraries, the book focuses on how public
libraries can become more community centered and, by doing so, how they can transform both themselves
and their communities. The authors argue that focusing on building community through innovative and
responsive services and programs will be the best way for the public library to reposition itself in the years to
come.

Repositioning the library acknowledges that information is in abundance in contemporary life. And while
accessing information will always be at the heart of what libraries do, it isn’t the only thing they do. It may
not be, in the future, even the most important thing that they do. This book encourages librarians to admit
that our role has evolved and to reframe the discussion so that it is about what we actually can do – play an
essential role in meeting community needs and building strong and vibrant local communities. The authors
argue that repositioning libraries as community centered institutions is a responsibility. Libraries bring
people together. They create community, and they also create mini-communities – everything from book
groups to writing circles to new citizen groups to linguistic or ethnic communities reflected in programming
and in collections. These mini-communities help provide fellowship and foster relationships amongst the
group members, but also, because they exist in the public place that is the library, help the larger community
recognize and learn about the mini-communities that create the larger community. This is the work of
libraries.

The book is divided into three parts which include explorations into the importance of the community
centered library, practical advice on making your library more community centered, and a showcase of
community centered library programs, services and initiatives across the United States. A special focus of the
book is on how community development literature and practice can inform librarianship, with an emphasis
on Asset Based Community Development principles. The book looks at how community centered libraries
build individual and community assets and how, in doing so, they serve as essential community anchors and
institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Transforming Libraries, Building
Communities: The Community-Centered Library book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Ramona Wrenn:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Transforming Libraries, Building
Communities: The Community-Centered Library is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Judith Carter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Transforming
Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library.

Juanita Hernandez:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library
we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read
a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library. You can more
inviting than now.
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