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Jerry Williams’ history of Azorean immigration to the United States offers us valuable insight into the
experience and culture of Portuguese immigrants and their descendents. This account fills a major gap in
American immigration history and gives us a comprehensive overview of how Portuguese-Americans–now
numbering close to a million people–have come to constitute a vibrant and highly visible presence within
southeastern New England, the areas around San Francisco and San Diego, Hawaii, and the New Jersey/New
York metropolitan area. Even though Azorean immigrants all came from similar cultural and social
backgrounds, Williams shows how regionally specific opportunity structures and social hierarchies have
contributed to significant differences within the Portuguese-American experience.

Starting with the whaling routes that first connected the mid-Atlantic archipelago with the ports of call in
New England and California in the early 1800s, Williams lays out the complex relationship between the
Azores and the US that has continued into the present. We learn how particular patterns of poverty,
overpopulation and social inequality in the Azores pushed large numbers of the islands’ inhabitants to leave
their homes in search of better opportunities for themselves and their children. He tells the story of how the
early whalers who jumped ship in New Bedford, San Francisco, or Hawaii were followed by kin and fellow
villagers who had heard of plentiful jobs in New England’s textile mills, gold and land in California, or
agricultural work on Hawaiian plantations. Williams’ account allows us to understand the importance of
family and community connections throughout the immigrants’ arduous transition from peasant life to
industrial society.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition
(Portuguese in the Americas).

Numbers Harless:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States,
2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.

Julia Hanson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the
United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) can make you experience more interested to read.

Ann David:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of



them is this In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition
(Portuguese in the Americas).
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