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Dating back to the eighth century C.E., the Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch is a foundational text of
Chan/Zen Buddhism that reveals much about the early evolution of Chinese Chan and the ideological origins
of Japanese Zen and Korean Son. Purported to be the recorded words of the famed Huineng, who was
understood to be the Sixth Patriarch of Chan and the father of all later Chan/Zen Buddhism, the Platform
Sutra illuminates fundamental Chan Buddhist principles in an expressive sermon that describes how Huineng
overcame great personal and ideological challenges to uphold the exalted lineage of the enlightened Chan
patriarchs while realizing the ultimate Buddhist truth of the original, pure nature of all sentient beings.

Huineng seems to reject meditation, the value of good karma, and the worship of the buddhas, conferring
instead a set of "formless precepts" on his audience, marked by embedded notes in the text. In his central
message, an inherent, perfect buddha nature stands as the original true condition of all sentient beings, which
people of all backgrounds can experience for themselves. Philip Yampolsky's masterful translation contains
extensive explanatory notes and an edited, amended version of the Chinese text. His introduction critically
considers the background and historical setting of the work and locates Huineng's place within the history
and legends of Chan Buddhism. This new edition features a foreword by Morten Schlütter further situating
the Platform Sutra within recent historical research and textual evidence, and an updated glossary that
includes the modern pinyin system of transcription.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Stampley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the
Asian Classics). Try to the actual book The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the
Asian Classics) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Tracy Cluck:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

David Swanson:

Beside this specific The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from
the Asian Classics) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Peter Lombard:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.
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