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A historical survey of the destruction of knowledge from ancient Babylon and China to modern times

• Includes the three separate destructions of the Library of Alexandria as well as many equally significant
collections around the world

• Examines the causes of violence directed at repositories of knowledge

• Looks at the dangers posed by digitalization of books to the free availability of knowledge in the future

Hebrew, Hindu, Nordic, and Islamic traditions share the belief of a vast library existing before the creation of
the world. The Vedas say that this library predated the creator’s creation of himself. Yet, almost as old as the
idea of the library is the urge to destroy it. The reasons cited for this are many: educated people are much
harder to govern, and some proclaim that only the illiterate can save the world. There are also great
destructions brought about by weather, worms, and even the paranoia of the library’s owner.

Books on Fire traces the history of this perpetual destruction from the burning of the great library of
Alexandria (on three separate occasions) and the libraries of the Chinese Qing Dynasty to more modern
catastrophic losses such as those witnessed in Nazi-occupied Europe and the 2003 invasion of Iraq. The
author examines the causes for these disasters, the treasures that have been lost, and where the surviving
books, if any, have ended up. His investigation also reveals a new danger facing libraries today with the
digitalization of books threatening both the existence of the physical paper book and the very idea of reading
for free. The promise of an absolute library offered by the computer may well turn out to equal the worst
nightmares of Ray Bradbury, Aldous Huxley, and George Orwell.

Books on Fire received the 2004 Société des Gens de Lettres Prize for Nonfiction/History in Paris.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Books on Fire: The Destruction of Libraries throughout
History as the daily resource information.

Teresa Raap:

The book untitled Books on Fire: The Destruction of Libraries throughout History contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.

Sang O\'Connor:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Books on Fire: The Destruction of Libraries throughout History this publication consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Joseph Mack:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Books on Fire: The Destruction of Libraries
throughout History can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Books on
Fire: The Destruction of Libraries throughout History.
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