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"Although I cannot tell for certain what sparked my interest in the neural underpinnings of reason, I do know
when I became convinced that the traditional views on the nature of rationality could not be correct." Thus
begins a book that takes the reader on a journey of discovery, from the story of Phineas Gage, the famous
nineteenth-century case of behavioral change that followed brain damage, to the contemporary recreation of
Gage's brain; and from the doubts of a young neurologist to a testable hypothesis concerning the emotions
and their fundamental role in rational human behavior. Drawing on his experiences with neurological
patients affected by brain damage (his laboratory is recognized worldwide as the foremost center for the
study of such patients), Antonio Damasio shows how the absence of emotion and feeling can break down
rationality. In the course of explaining how emotions and feelings contribute to reason and to adaptive social
behavior, Damasio also offers a novel perspective on what emotions and feelings actually are: a direct
sensing of our own body states, a link between the body and its survival-oriented regulations, on the one
hand, and consciousness, on the other. Descartes' Error leads us to conclude that human organisms are
endowed from the very beginning with a spirited passion for making choices, which the social mind can use
to build rational behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain[
DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio R. (
Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback.

Antoine Dejean:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain[
DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio R. (
Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason,
and the Human Brain[ DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By
Damasio, Antonio R. ( Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human
Brain[ DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio
R. ( Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Robert Lyman:

The experience that you get from [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain[ DESCARTES'
ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio R. ( Author )Sep-01-
2005 Paperback is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but [ Descartes' Error: Emotion,
Reason, and the Human Brain[ DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN
BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio R. ( Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human
Brain[ DESCARTES' ERROR: EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio
R. ( Author )Sep-01-2005 Paperback instantly.



Anthony Balentine:

The e-book with title [ Descartes' Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain[ DESCARTES' ERROR:
EMOTION, REASON, AND THE HUMAN BRAIN ] By Damasio, Antonio R. ( Author )Sep-01-2005
Paperback has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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