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A village in Sierra Leone. A refugee trail over the Pyrenees in French Catalonia. A historic copper mine in
Sweden. The Shuf mountains in Lebanon. The Swiss Alps. The heart of the West African diaspora in
southeast London. The anthropologist Michael Jackson makes his sojourns to each of these far-flung
locations, and to his native New Zealand, occasions for exploring the contradictions and predicaments of
social existence. He calls his explorations “excursions” not only because each involved breaking with settled
routines and certainties, but because the image of an excursion suggests that thought is always on the way,
the thinker a journeyman whose views are perpetually tested by encounters with others. Throughout
Excursions, Jackson emphasizes the need for preconceptions and conventional mindsets to be replaced by the
kind of open-minded critical engagement with the world that is the hallmark of cultural anthropology.

Focusing on the struggles and quandaries of everyday life, Jackson touches on matters at the core of
anthropology—the state, violence, exile and belonging, labor, indigenous rights, narrative, power, home, and
history. He is particularly interested in the gaps that characterize human existence, such as those between
insularity and openness, between the things over which we have some control and the things over which we
have none, and between ourselves and others as we talk past each other, missing each others’ meanings.
Urging a recognition of the limits to which human existence can be explained in terms of cause and effect, he
suggests that knowing why things happen may ultimately be less important than trying to understand how
people endure in the face of hardship.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

The feeling that you get from Excursions is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Excursions giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Excursions instantly.

Sarah Johnson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Excursions can be fine book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary McCollum:

Why? Because this Excursions is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Cynthia Cisneros:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Excursions why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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