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The untold story of how America's Progressive-era war on smallpox sparked one of the great civil
liberties battles of the twentieth century.

At the turn of the last century, a powerful smallpox epidemic swept the United States from coast to coast.
The age-old disease spread swiftly through an increasingly interconnected American landscape: from
southern tobacco plantations to the dense immigrant neighborhoods of northern cities to far-flung villages on
the edges of the nascent American empire. In Pox, award-winning historian Michael Willrich offers a
gripping chronicle of how the nation's continentwide fight against smallpox launched one of the most
important civil liberties struggles of the twentieth century.

At the dawn of the activist Progressive era and during a moment of great optimism about modern medicine,
the government responded to the deadly epidemic by calling for universal compulsory vaccination. To
enforce the law, public health authorities relied on quarantines, pesthouses, and "virus squads"-corps of
doctors and club-wielding police. Though these measures eventually contained the disease, they also sparked
a wave of popular resistance among Americans who perceived them as a threat to their health and to their
rights.

At the time, anti-vaccinationists were often dismissed as misguided cranks, but Willrich argues that they
belonged to a wider legacy of American dissent that attended the rise of an increasingly powerful
government. While a well-organized anti-vaccination movement sprang up during these years, many
Americans resisted in subtler ways-by concealing sick family members or forging immunization certificates.
Pox introduces us to memorable characters on both sides of the debate, from Henning Jacobson, a Swedish
Lutheran minister whose battle against vaccination went all the way to the Supreme Court, to C. P.
Wertenbaker, a federal surgeon who saw himself as a medical missionary combating a deadly-and
preventable-disease.

As Willrich suggests, many of the questions first raised by the Progressive-era antivaccination movement are
still with us: How far should the government go to protect us from peril? What happens when the interests of
public health collide with religious beliefs and personal conscience? In Pox, Willrich delivers a riveting tale
about the clash of modern medicine, civil liberties, and government power at the turn of the last century that
resonates powerfully today.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Pox: An American History (Penguin History of
American Life). Try to face the book Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American Life) as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Ann Wren:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Pox: An American History
(Penguin History of American Life) to read.

Roger Waldrop:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Pox: An American History (Penguin
History of American Life), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Erin Cummins:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is definitely Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American
Life). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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