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In 1550 the German adventurer Hans Staden was serving as a gunner in a Portuguese fort on the Brazilian
coast. While out hunting, he was captured by the Tupinambá, an indigenous people who had a reputation for
engaging in ritual cannibalism and who, as allies of the French, were hostile to the Portuguese. Staden’s True
History, first published in Germany in 1557, tells the story of his nine months among the Tupi Indians. It is a
dramatic first-person account of his capture, captivity, and eventual escape.

Staden’s narrative is a foundational text in the history and European “discovery” of Brazil, the earliest
European account of the Tupi Indians, and a touchstone in the debates on cannibalism. Yet the last English-
language edition of Staden’s True History was published in 1929. This new critical edition features a new
translation from the sixteenth-century German along with annotations and an extensive introduction. It
restores to the text the fifty-six woodcut illustrations of Staden’s adventures and final escape that appeared in
the original 1557 edition.

In the introduction, Neil L. Whitehead discusses the circumstances surrounding the production of Staden’s
narrative and its ethnological significance, paying particular attention to contemporary debates about
cannibalism. Whitehead illuminates the value of Staden’s True History as an eyewitness account of Tupi
society on the eve before its collapse, of ritual war and sacrifice among Native peoples, and of colonial
rivalries in the region of Rio de Janeiro. He chronicles the history of the various editions of Staden’s
narrative and their reception from 1557 until the present. Staden’s work continues to engage a wide range of
readers, not least within Brazil, where it has recently been the subject of two films and a graphic novel.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Slaughter:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book
titled Hans Staden's True History: An Account of Cannibal Captivity in Brazil? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Edna Brooks:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Hans Staden's True History: An Account of Cannibal Captivity in Brazil.

Ann Birdsell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Hans Staden's True History: An Account of
Cannibal Captivity in Brazil which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Terry Buehler:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list is actually Hans Staden's True History: An Account of Cannibal Captivity in Brazil. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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