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Since the emergence of religious studies and the social sciences as academic disciplines, the concept of
"magic" has played a major role in defining religion and in mediating the relation of religion to science.
Across these disciplines, magic has regularly been configured as a definitively non-modern phenomenon,
juxtaposed to distinctly modern models of religion and science. Yet this notion of magic has remained
stubbornly amorphous.
In Making Magic, Randall Styers seeks to account for the extraordinary vitality of scholarly discourse
purporting to define and explain magic despite its failure to do just that. He argues that this persistence can
best be explained in light of the Western drive to establish and secure distinctive norms for modern identity,
norms based on narrow forms of instrumental rationality, industrious labor, rigidly defined sexual roles, and
the containment of wayward forms of desire. Magic has served to designate a form of alterity or deviance
against which dominant Western notions of appropriate religious piety, legitimate scientific rationality, and
orderly social relations are brought into relief. Scholars have found magic an invaluable tool in their efforts
to define the appropriate boundaries of religion and science. On a broader level, says Styers, magical
thinking has served as an important foil for modernity itself. Debates over the nature of magic have offered a
particularly rich site at which scholars have worked to define and to contest the nature of modernity and
norms for life in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern
World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and
Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion). You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Kenneth Allen:

The book Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory
in the Study of Religion) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the best thing like a book Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World
(AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion)? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection
and Theory in the Study of Religion) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

April Hannah:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the
Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) as your daily resource information.

Steven Allen:

You will get this Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and
Theory in the Study of Religion) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just



looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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