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Through a rich interpretation of the remarkable photographs W. E. B. Du Bois compiled for the American
Negro Exhibit at the 1900 Paris Exposition, Shawn Michelle Smith reveals the visual dimension of the color
line that Du Bois famously called “the problem of the twentieth century.” Du Bois’s prize-winning exhibit
consisted of three albums together containing 363 black-and-white photographs, mostly of middle-class
African Americans from Atlanta and other parts of Georgia. Smith provides an extensive analysis of the
images, the antiracist message Du Bois conveyed by collecting and displaying them, and their connection to
his critical thought. She contends that Du Bois was an early visual theorist of race and racism and
demonstrates how such an understanding makes the important concepts he developed—including double
consciousness, the color line, the Veil, and second sight—available to visual culture and African American
studies scholars in powerful new ways.

Smith reads Du Bois’s photographs in relation to other turn-of-the-century images such as scientific
typologies, criminal mugshots, racist caricatures, and lynching photographs. By juxtaposing these images
with reproductions from Du Bois’s exhibition archive, Smith shows how Du Bois deliberately challenged
racist representations of African Americans. Emphasizing the importance of comparing multiple visual
archives, Photography on the Color Line reinvigorates understandings of the stakes of representation and the
fundamental connections between race and visual culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Photography on the Color Line: W. E.
B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). All type of book are you able to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jane Cuellar:

This Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Photography on the Color Line: W. E.
B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Photography on the
Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can bring any
time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual
Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Lorena Repass:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual
Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race,
and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do
you still thinking Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Vincent Espinoza:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B.
Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is simple bringing you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you



can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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