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A dramatic work of historical detection illuminating one of the most significant—and long
forgotten—Supreme Court cases in American history.

In 1820, a suspicious vessel was spotted lingering off the coast of northern Florida, the Spanish slave ship
Antelope. Since the United States had outlawed its own participation in the international slave trade more
than a decade before, the ship's almost 300 African captives were considered illegal cargo under American
laws. But with slavery still a critical part of the American economy, it would eventually fall to the Supreme
Court to determine whether or not they were slaves at all, and if so, what should be done with them.

Bryant describes the captives' harrowing voyage through waters rife with pirates and governed by an array of
international treaties. By the time the Antelope arrived in Savannah, Georgia, the puzzle of how to determine
the captives' fates was inextricably knotted. Set against the backdrop of a city in the grip of both the financial
panic of 1819 and the lingering effects of an outbreak of yellow fever, Dark Places of the Earth vividly
recounts the eight-year legal conflict that followed, during which time the Antelope's human cargo were
mercilessly put to work on the plantations of Georgia, even as their freedom remained in limbo.

When at long last the Supreme Court heard the case, Francis Scott Key, the legendary Georgetown lawyer
and author of "The Star Spangled Banner," represented the Antelope captives in an epic courtroom battle that
identified the moral and legal implications of slavery for a generation. Four of the six justices who heard the
case, including Chief Justice John Marshall, owned slaves. Despite this, Key insisted that "by the law of
nature all men are free," and that the captives should by natural law be given their freedom. This argument
was rejected. The court failed Key, the captives, and decades of American history, siding with the rights of
property over liberty and setting the course of American jurisprudence on these issues for the next thirty-five
years. The institution of slavery was given new legal cover, and another brick was laid on the road to the
Civil War.

The stakes of the Antelope case hinged on nothing less than the central American conflict of the nineteenth
century. Both disquieting and enlightening, Dark Places of the Earth restores the Antelope to its rightful
place as one of the most tragic, influential, and unjustly forgotten episodes in American legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Fatima Leonard:

This Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope tend to be reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the
Slave Ship Antelope can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Chad West:

The book untitled Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.

George Miller:

Beside that Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

James Stevens:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave Ship Antelope
can make you experience more interested to read.
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