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The death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914 not only sparked the beginning of World War
I—it also initiated the beginning of the end of the six-hundred-year-old Habsburg dynasty, which fell apart
when the war ended, changing Europe forever. But how did the Habsburgs come to play such a decisive role
in the fate of the continent? Paula Sutter Fichtner seeks to answer this question in this comprehensive
account of the longest-lived European empire.
 
Tracing the origins of the house of Habsburg to the tenth century, Fichtner identifies the principal characters
in the story and explores how they were able to hold together such a culturally diverse and multiethnic state
for so many centuries. She takes account of the intertwining of culture, politics, and society, revealing the
strategies that enabled the dynasty’s extraordinarily long life: its dazzling mix of cultural propaganda, public
performances, and cunning political maneuvering. She points out the irony that one of the crowd-pleasing
performances that had enabled the Habsburg success—visiting beds of the injured—led to Ferdinand’s death
and the empire’s downfall. Breathing fresh life into the history of the Habsburg reign, this accessible and
authoritative history charts one of the pivotal foundation stories of modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and Politics can be your answer as it can be read by you actually
who have those short extra time problems.

Susanne Pineda:

This The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and Politics is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and
Politics can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also
knowledge.

Dorothy Stanek:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and Politics
can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and Politics.

Lloyd Stec:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture and Politics
was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Habsburgs: Dynasty, Culture
and Politics has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and
try to like reading that.
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