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"So thoroughly is the American ethos embodied in the works of American silversmiths that it has given to
their product a typical identity and it never can be mistaken for that of any other country." — Charles
Messer Stow in the Introduction.
Forsaking the flourishes and ornamentation favored by their European contemporaries, early American gold-
and silver smiths pioneered a new American aesthetic sensibility in creating for their well-heeled clients
finely worked, luxurious metalware for the table, which was marked by a simplicity and forthrightness of
design. These accomplished artisans have left us not only a stunning legacy of priceless silverware but also
an opportunity to examine the culture, lifestyle, and values — in short, the developing ethos — of young
America. For social and cultural historians as well as Americana buffs, the study of silversmithing in this
book will provide a unique perspective on a spirited new nation.
For serious connoisseurs of American gold and silver ware, silver dealer Stephen G. C. Ensko's American
Silversmiths and Their Marks is a rich and definitive directory. Ensko has compiled an exhaustive list of over
3,000 gold- and silversmiths working between the years 1650 and 1850. Biographical details and location of
their shops are given wherever possible. Maps of the great metropolitan centers of smithing (Boston, New
York, and Philadelphia) with shop locations noted are appended.  
Over 200 of the finest examples of the work of early American artisans are displayed in sharp, clear black-
and-white photographs. Items include tankards, cups, candlesticks, sugar boxes, inkstands, tea sets,
porringers, plus a pitcher, sauce dish, teapot, and other works by famous New England patriot Paul Revere.
The usefulness of this work is perhaps most apparent in the practical listing of identifying marks associated
with gold- and silversmiths. With over 3,000 entries, this feature alone renders American Silversmiths and
Their Marks indispensable to enthusiasts interested in tracking down and identifying antique pieces.
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From reader reviews:

James Ronquillo:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The
Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry and Metalwork) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

Keith Vanwagoner:

The book American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry and
Metalwork) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the best thing like a book American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The Definitive
(1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry and Metalwork)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry
and Metalwork) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Isabel Martin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this American Silversmiths and Their Marks:
The Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry and Metalwork) e-book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still doubt American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover Jewelry and
Metalwork) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

James Rohrbach:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is American Silversmiths and Their Marks: The Definitive (1948) Edition (Dover



Jewelry and Metalwork) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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