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At Milliken's Bend, Louisiana, a Union force composed predominantly of former slaves met their
Confederate adversaries in one of the bloodiest small engagements of the war. This important fight received
some attention in the North and South but soon drifted into obscurity. In Milliken's Bend, Linda Barnickel
uncovers the story of this long-forgotten and highly controversial battle.

The fighting at Milliken's Bend occurred in June 1863, about fifteen miles north of Vicksburg on the west
bank of the Mississippi River, where a brigade of Texas Confederates attacked a Federal outpost. Most of the
Union defenders had been slaves less than two months before. The new African American recruits fought
well, despite their minimal training, and Milliken's Bend helped prove to a skeptical northern public that
black men were indeed fit for combat duty. Soon after the battle, accusations swirled that Confederates had
executed some prisoners taken from the "Colored Troops." The charges eventually led to a congressional
investigation and contributed to the suspension of prisoner exchanges between the North and South.

Barnickel's compelling and comprehensive account of the battle illuminates not only the immense
complexity of the events that transpired in northeastern Louisiana during the Vicksburg Campaign but also
the implications of Milliken's Bend upon the war as a whole. The battle contributed to southerner's
increasing fears of slave insurrection and heightened their anxieties about emancipation. In the North, it
helped foster a commitment to allow free blacks and former slaves to take part in the war to end slavery. And
for African Americans, both free and enslaved, Milliken's Bend symbolized their never-ending struggle for
freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Earl:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in
History and Memory book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Terrance Bartholomew:

This Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in History and Memory tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in History
and Memory can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in History and Memory giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Betty Dunham:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But
also they write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on
this planet always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write
to the book. One of them is this Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in History and Memory.

Donald Shelton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Milliken's Bend: A Civil War Battle in History and Memory can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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