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This book provides insights into the archaeological context of the Nok Culture in Nigeria (West Africa). It
was first published in German accompanying the same-titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer
Skulptur at the Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been translated into English. A team of archaeologists from the Goethe University Frankfurt/Main
has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The results are now presented to the public. The Nok
Culture existed for about 1500 years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the
Common Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta sculptures which were likewise the focus of the
exhibition. The research of the archaeologists from Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta
figures. They investigate the Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developments in the history of mankind. Such a development - important because it
initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small groups of hunters and gatherers to large
communities with complex forms of human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the
world in the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture represents an African
variant of that process. It belongs to a group of archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part
subsisted on the crops they were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The discovery of metallurgy is the
next turning point in the development of the first farming cultures. In Africa the first metal used was not
copper or bronze as in the Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium BCE - about 1000 years
after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the
terracotta sculptures remained a cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated clay figures date back to
the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems as if they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron
metallurgy, reaching their peak in the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they
disappeared from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok sculptures. Yet,
central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an apparently complex world of ritual practices develop
in an early farming culture just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate sculptures - as excavations show - intentionally destroyed? And why did they
disappear as suddenly as they emerged?
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

The book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Nok: African Sculpture in
Archaeological Context? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Nok: African
Sculpture in Archaeological Context has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth McMillian:

This Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Nok: African Sculpture in
Archaeological Context can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Nok: African Sculpture
in Archaeological Context having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Pat Swartz:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Shirley Cochran:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Nok: African Sculpture in
Archaeological Context is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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