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When Schiller completed Wilhelm Tell as a "New Year's Gift for 1805" he foretold that it would cause a stir.
He was right. In the midst of Great Power politics a play which drew substance from one of the fourteenth-
century liberation movements proved both attractive and inflammatory. Since then the work as become
immensely popular. This new English translation by William F. Mainland brings out the essential tragi-
comic nature of Wilhelm Tell but also emphasizes its impressive formal unity.

Schiller based his play on chronicles of the Swiss liberation movement, in which Wilhelm Tell played a
major role. Since Tell's existence has never been proven, Schiller, a historian by profession, felt he had to
devise a figure who would bring the uncertainties and contradictions of the various Swiss chronicles into
focus. Respected for his courage and skill with a bow, for his peaceable nature and his integrity, Schiller's
archer—while always ready to aid his fellows—habitually seeks solitude. In the midst of political turmoil
Wilhelm Tell is the nonpolitical man of action.

Keenly interested in the problematic interplay of history and legend, Schiller turned it to be dramatic
advantage. He constructed his play to illustrate the greatest possible development of the character traits
suggested for Tell by the chronicles. The result of Schiller's supreme achievement in historical drama.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

This Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) can
be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bertha Chang:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Chantal Dow:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation)
as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Wilhelm Tell (German Literary Classics in Translation) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Eugene Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Wilhelm Tell
(German Literary Classics in Translation).
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