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This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-military clashes
during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition, looking at events
that shed light on civilian authority over the military, as well as the far reaching impact of political ambition
during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency). By 1848, Americans
had come to realize that in their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the
temptation to use war for partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.

The Mexican War is known for the invaluable experience it provided to future Civil War officers and as an
example of America's drive to fulfill her Manifest Destiny. Yet it was more than a training ground, more than
a display of imperialism. Significantly, the Mexican War tested civilian control of the military and
challenged traditional assumptions about the role of the army in American society. In so doing, it revealed
the degree to which, by 1846, the harsh partisanships of the Jacksonian Era had impacted the American
approach to war. This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-
military clashes during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition,
looking both at events that shed light on civilian authority over the military and at the far reaching impact of
political ambition during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency).

In addition to politics, a host of others factors marred civil-military relations during the war, threatening U.S.
victory. These included atrocities committed by Americans against Mexicans, disobedient officers, and
inefficient U.S. military governors. In the end, as Manifest Ambition shows, Polk's ability to overcome his
partisan leanings, his micro-management of the war effort, and his overall strategic vision, helped avoid both
a prolonged occupation and the annexation of All Mexico. By 1848, Americans had come to realize that in
their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the temptation to use war for
partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk
and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Michael Trejo:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War
and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In
War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) giving you an additional experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Sharon Doyle:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and
Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Beside this specific Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War
(In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in
Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) because this book offers for your requirements readable information.



Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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