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There is a growing recognition that philosophy isn’t unique to the West, that it didn’t begin only with the
classical Greeks, and that Greek philosophy was influenced by Near Eastern traditions. Yet even today there
is a widespread assumption that what came before the Greeks was "before philosophy." In Philosophy before
the Greeks, Marc Van De Mieroop, an acclaimed historian of the ancient Near East, presents a
groundbreaking argument that, for three millennia before the Greeks, one Near Eastern people had a rich and
sophisticated tradition of philosophy fully worthy of the name.

In the first century BC, the Greek historian Diodorus of Sicily praised the Babylonians for their devotion to
philosophy. Showing the justice of Diodorus’s comment, this is the first book to argue that there were
Babylonian philosophers and that they studied knowledge systematically using a coherent system of logic
rooted in the practices of cuneiform script. Van De Mieroop uncovers Babylonian approaches to knowledge
in three areas: the study of language, which in its analysis of the written word formed the basis of all logic;
the art of divination, which interpreted communications between gods and humans; and the rules of law,
which confirmed that royal justice was founded on truth.

The result is an innovative intellectual history of the ancient Near Eastern world during the many centuries in
which Babylonian philosophers inspired scholars throughout the region—until the first millennium BC,
when the breakdown of this cosmopolitan system enabled others, including the Greeks, to develop
alternative methods of philosophical reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Philosophy before the
Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia. All type of book are you able to see on many options.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Thomas Deleon:

This Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Philosophy before the Greeks: The
Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Philosophy before the Greeks: The
Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Mohammad Darling:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of
Truth in Ancient Babylonia it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book has high quality.

Robin Bone:

Precisely why? Because this Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to



regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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