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What is a family? Grandparents, mom, dad, and kids around a Thanksgiving turkey? An egg mother, a womb
mother, a sperm donor, and their mutual child? Two gay men caring for their adopted son? In this
provocative essay, a leading American legal historian argues that laws about family are increasingly laws
about individuals and their right to make their own, sometimes contentious, choices.

Drawing on many revealing and sometimes colorful court cases of the past two centuries, Private Lives
offers a lively short history of the complexities of family law and family life--including the tensions between
the laws on the books and contemporary arrangements for marriage, divorce, adoption, and child rearing.
Informal common-law marriage was once widely accepted as a means to regularize property arrangements,
but it declined as the state asserted its authority to dictate who could marry and reproduce. In the twentieth
century, state attempts to control private life were swept away, most famously in the creation of "no-fault"
divorce, a system in which laws that made divorce nearly unattainable were circumvented.

Private life, the author argues, as a legitimate sphere, was once basically confined to life in nuclear families;
but the modern law of "privacy" extends the accepted zone of intimate relations. The omnipresence of the
media and our fascination with celebrity test the boundaries of public and private life. Meanwhile, laws
about cohabitation and civil unions, among others, suggest that family and commitment, in their many forms,
remain powerful ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
the book Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tamika Sheppard:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and
the Law to read.

Bertie Lewis:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is Private
Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law.

Judy Brown:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Private Lives: Families, Individuals, and the Law can be your answer since it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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