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According to Puerto Rican author Mayra Santos-Febres, theorist, poet, and award-winning writer, "for many
years the Caribbean has been a desire factory for the rest of the World.[.]", thus her writing seeks to "include
those issues considered exotic and reveal them as a different kind of knowledge: there is laughter, joy, a way
of imagining desire and experiencing the body differently that is unique.There is where I place myself,
because I do not want to be anything but Caribbean." The result is one of the most original and powerful
voices in contemporary Latin American fiction. Not surprisingly her first novel explores the world of Puerto
Rican drag queens. Sirena Selena vestida de pena ("Syren Selena, dressed in sorrow" might be a fair
translation) tells the story of the title character -Sirena Selena- and his/her Puerto Rico drag queen cabaret-
owner mentor -Miss Martha Divine- as they travel, glamour and all, to the still chaste Dominican Republic to
present his/her bolero singing drag performance. The author embues the main character the author with the
enigma of seduction, both beautiful and monstrous, and what could be considered an opposition between
Truth and Reality. Leocadio, formerly a drug addicted child -owner of an extraordinary bolero singing voice-
has been rescued from the streets of Puerto Rico and transformed by his rescuer into Sirena Selena, the
mesmerizing trans vestite singer-entertainer, both characters setting their respective hopes in making a
fortune to escape a haphazard life. To Martha Divine the child must "become who she really is", a Caribbean
bolero singing drag queen, because the only way she will be able to harmonize his/her interior and exterior
self is by being reborn as the diva Sirena Selena. Ironically truth and harmony stem from the bifurcated
nature of a mythical figure -half human, half monster- unstoppable in its seduction. The tragic aspect arises
from Sirena Selena's awareness that his/her attraction resides equally in the awesome perfection of her
presence and in the knowledge that it is merely a performance, the dramatization of a gender identity that
simultaneously is and is not essentially hers. The fluent and musical Spanish prose of Sirena Selena
constitutes a rare reading pleasure on many different levels, including that of the casual reader who, like the
audience in the cabaret, will succumb to the mysterious and seductive divas, as well as on a level of sharp
literary critique that will find in the identity creating "protectress" a twin soul in the process of concealing
desires under layers of quotes and counter-quotes. In this edition the foreword by prof. Debra A. Castillo
discloses these clever mechanisms, while her footnotes help readers to enjoy this intelligent and intrinsically
poetic text.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Sirena Selena vestida de pena
(Spanish Edition) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

Rita Campanelli:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sirena Selena vestida de pena (Spanish Edition)
as your daily resource information.

Cynthia Bryant:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sirena Selena vestida de pena (Spanish Edition) can be
the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

James Ojeda:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is Sirena Selena vestida de pena (Spanish Edition). This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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